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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Pastoral Care Emergency:  In case of 

need of pastoral care, please contact the 

Rev. Dr. Cindy McClung at 412-720-9241.  

Rev. Dr. McClung will also be moderating the 

session. 

 

Finance Meeting   

We will be having a Finance Team meeting 

on August 18th, at 7pm. 

 

Session Meeting 

We have a Session Meeting scheduled for 

August 20th.  

 

Sunday Worship and Online resources 

 

Our doors are open, and service begins at 

10:00 am every Sunday. We ask that all 

who are able, wear a mask. Anyone who has 

a health issue that would prevent them from 

doing so, will not be asked to wear a mask. 

We will have masks and sanitizer readily 

available, as well as following social 

distancing guidelines for seating.  

 

In order to follow social distancing 

guidelines, we will not be providing nursery 

care. However, we do have age appropriate 

children’s lessons and bible-based activities 

for your children to do at their seat. We do 

understand that not everyone feels 

comfortable attending or is able to do so 

safely at this time. The health and safety of 

our congregation and the most vulnerable 

among us, is our first priority. If you are 

feeling ill or have been exposed to someone 

that has tested positive for covid-19, please 

stay home and seek medical attention. 

 

There are several ways that you are still 

able to worship with us. 

 

• We will be streaming live audio of 

our service on our website every 

Sunday starting at 10:00am. The 

link to listen to our service is live 

worship service.  

• You may also listen to this 

recording at your convenience 

under the worship archived 

section of our website Recording 

of worship services. The link for 

this will also be available on our 

Facebook page after the service 

has finished. 

• You may also still watch Rev. 

Cindy McClung’s Sunday service 

on Mt. Lebanon Christian Church’s 

Facebook page Mt. Lebanon 

Christian Church Facebook.  

 

A digital download of The Upper Room 

devotional can be found here July-August 

Upper Room devotional  

 

 

 

Hello Friends 

of CUP, 

 

The PNC has 

very exciting 

news that 

they have 

selected their Pastoral Candidate! The 

candidate has been approved by the COM 

of Presbytery.  Now the PNC will begin to 

formalize the Terms of Call. When the 

candidate and the session are satisfied 

with the Terms of Call, it will then be 

approved by the congregation. The PNC 

will keep you posted on their progress.  

Keep your prayers coming on this new 

pastoral call and the future of our church. 

 

Thank you,    

Judy Huemmrich 

 

 

Special Dates in August 2020 

 

• August 2nd, 2020        Friendship Day 

• August 12th, 2020       International  

                                   Youth Day  

• August 19th, 2020       Photography Day 

• August 19th, 2020       World Humanitarian 

                                   Day    

• August 21st, 2020       Senior Citizens Day 

• August 26th, 2020       Women’s Equality  

                                   Day 

    

 

                       WAMA Food Pantry  
                           (Warehouse behind Rite Aid) 

                        105 West Allegheny Rd. 

                       Imperial, PA  15126 

 

 

 
We appreciate any help the churches can give us 

as we are now back to our normal schedule for the 

2020 year. 
 

August’s Distributions 
 

Tuesday, August 11th             9:00 to 12:00pm. 
Wednesday, August 12th        4:30 to 6:30pm.  
Tuesday, August 25th             9:00 to 12:00pm.  

Wednesday, August 26th        4:30 to 6:30pm. 
 

Please call the Food Pantry number 724-695-1305 
to let our FP Coordinators:  Tim Opfermann and 

Linda Stoner know if you would like to help. 
 

Thank you for all your past help and we look 

forward to working with you in 2020. 
Judith Bolind, volunteer 

 
Also, in addition, the Food Pantry would 

welcome any attendees who might need our 
services or if they know of anyone else in 

need, please refer them to us. 

                                                                                                 

 

http://clintonupchurch.weebly.com/live-stream.html
http://clintonupchurch.weebly.com/live-stream.html
http://clintonupchurch.weebly.com/worship-archive.html
http://clintonupchurch.weebly.com/worship-archive.html
https://www.facebook.com/MtLebanonCC/
https://www.facebook.com/MtLebanonCC/
https://destination-site-production.s3.amazonaws.com/pdfs/URE_July-August2020.pdf
https://destination-site-production.s3.amazonaws.com/pdfs/URE_July-August2020.pdf


   Upcoming Events 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Vacation Bible School 

                    Trust God 
               August 3rd – 7th 
 
 
     Due to Covid-19, we had to reimagine 

Vacation Bible School (VBS). So, this year 

we will be conducting a “Drive-By/Virtual” 

VBS. There is so much to be worried 

about in the world right now, we decided 

on the “Trust God” theme, with the hope 

of teaching children no matter what is 

going on in the world around them, they 

can always trust God. We selected five 

stories that demonstrated people in the 

bible who trusted God and God saw them 

through. The stories include: Making 

Fishers of Men, The Feeding of the 5,000, 

David and Goliath, Daniel and the Lion’s 

Den and Meshach, Shadrach & Abednego. 

 

Starting August 3rd, we will 

be open for families to drive 

up to the church to receive a 

bible lesson, a gift bag full of 

crafts and a snack. 
 
We will also be providing a small game, 

each day, relating to the bible story for 

prizes. Additionally, families are invited to 

join a Zoom meeting where the kids can 

sing songs, discuss the story and connect 

with one another. If you know anyone 

that might be interested, please 

encourage them to attend! 

 

 

 
 

Vaccination Clinic 

August 9th 

  

We will be hosting an On-Site Vaccination 

Clinic August 9th after service--by 

appointment only.  This will be a perfect 

opportunity to get your "back to school" / 

"catch up" vaccinations without seeing 

your Primary Care doctor!    

 

All vaccines are offered & Pathways to 

Smartcare will bill your insurance 

company for the vaccine/s.  See Jen 

Rossman after service or call her so she 

can verify your insurance coverage, 

eligibility of vaccine/s, and to schedule 

your appointment time.   

 

They will be adhering to the CDC & State 

guidelines. Patients will be scheduled 5-10 

minutes apart to allow for social 

distancing and proper sanitation between 

patients. The deadline to sign up is 

August 2nd. 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

August 23rd, from 

11:00am – 12:00pm 

we will be having a 

drive thru Blessing of 

the Backpacks.  

Let us help you start 

the new school year 

off right. Each 

backpack will receive supplies.  

 

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be 

frightened and do not be dismayed, for 

the Lord your God is with you wherever 

you go”.    Joshua 1:9  

        Rally Day 
 

Please Join us on 

August 30th, for Rally 

Day. This will be a 

celebration of Christian 

Education and Sunday 

School.  

 

 

Sunday 
School 

     We are 

excited to 

announce the 

re-opening of 

our Sunday 

School 

Classes! 

Classes will be divided up into five groups 

based on current age/grade level. The 

focus will be the Lectionary and materials 

are based on the SPARK curriculum.  

Classes resume September 6th at 9:45 

AM. With the safety of our church families 

and children, we will be taking extra 

precautions during class time. Children 

and teachers will be required to wear 

masks at all times. Temperatures will be 

taken upon entry of the church. Hand 

sanitizer will be made available in every 

classroom. Each child will be given his/her 

own pencil box with materials and writing 

utensils. If you have any questions about 

the new protocols, please feel free to 

reach out to Carol Elek or Rachel Ayers. 

We look forward to seeing all of our 

children back in class! 



 Youth 
Group 

Youth Group 

will be 

restarting in 

September. 

We will be 

having a short lesson and an activity once 

a month. To start off our season, we will 

be having an outdoor movie night, 

complete with a concession stand, lawn 

games and a campfire. The Youth are 

invited to bring a camping chair or their 

favorite blanket for the lawn. Every 

guideline will be followed for your child’s 

safety.  Personal invitation to follow. 

 

Hello Friends of 

CUP. 

Thank you to all of 

the worship co-

coordinators.  I 

think our current 

worship services 

have been unique 

and offer praise to 

our Lord and Savior.  A big thank you to 

Rev. John Free, who has been a significant 

part of our success.  In the month of 

August and September we will continue to 

offer pulpit supply with some special 

speakers and clergy.  It is so good to see 

all of you at worship.   

Take care and stay safe. 

Judy Huemmrich, Team leader 

 

Choir Notes. 🎶"All God's creatures 

have a place in the choir...some sing 

high...some sing lower....some sing out 

loud on the telegraph line and some just 

clap their hands or paws or anything they 

got now !!!"    Yes, that includes you....out 

there in the congregation. Music is such 

an important part of our worship each 

Sunday so if you are longing to sing, let 

me know and you can take a turn in the 

choir loft singing the hymns for Sunday 

service. I am inviting and encouraging 

each of you to come and participate, you 

don't have to do any solo, a third hymn 

can be added.   Come, make a joyful noise 

unto the Lord. 

As of this month the women's group will 

not be meeting.  We will look forward to a 

new year and hopefully our lives will get 

back to "normal" by then and we can once 

again meet on a regular basis. 

 

 

     Down the 

Bowling Alley  

 

                   So far, the bowling alley 

is not open and looks like this season may 

not come about.   We miss this social 

event for the fall and winter and hopefully 

things will get better after the first of the 

year.   

 

 

The Deacon committee is starting 

to get together once again on a limited 

basis to check up and keep track of our 

church family needs.   We want you all to 

know that we are here for you and if you 

have any needs or concerns that you feel 

we can help with, please contact us.  Our 

monthly food bank giving campaign 

continues through the year and Rachelle 

posts the request in the bulletin each 

week. August items are paper towels, 

toilet paper and Kleenex tissues. We have 

lots of folks that are shut-in, in our church 

and I am sure they would appreciate a 

phone call or a card to let them know that 

we are thinking about them.   In this 

trying time, we need to keep praying for 

our church and family, and keep our 

hearts open for better days ahead. 

 



 

 

 

      

 

    August 24th, we open our 3-year old 

Preschool, 4-year old Prekindergarten 

program and an after school care 

program. Due to Covid-19, we will be 

taking extra precautions to keep our 

children and families safe. Families and 

children will be encouraged to wear masks 

to the room, but children can remove 

them once inside the classroom. We will 

be having assigned cubbies, pencil boxes 

with supplies and workbooks so children 

will not be sharing materials. We will also 

be cleaning and sterilizing the classroom 

between each use. 

We will be following West Allegheny 

School Districts learning outcomes and 

kindergarten readiness assessments, 

however, students from all of the local 

school districts can attend! Students will 

learn name recognition, printing, colors, 

numbers, letters, months, days of the 

week and basic math. Additionally, there 

is a Christian component to the 

curriculum. We are also excited to be 

including the community in our 

curriculum. We will be sponsoring a visit 

from the Library, K-9 Police Officer and 

Imperial Fire Department. If you know of 

any families interested in the program, 

please have them reach out to Rachel 

Ayers at rmiller1215@gmial.com for more 

information! 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 As we continue with our service to our 

Lord in this very unusual time in all our 

lives, God still blesses us with signs of 

hope, grace, mercy, and forgiveness! Just 

to highlight a few of the things going on 

with our church buildings and how we are 

adapting and moving forward.  

Thank you to Rachele Ayers for keeping 

our church buildings cleaned and 

sanitized. 

Thank you to Joe Miller for leading the 

team in how we can proceed with varying 

scenarios during the covid-19 pandemic. 

Thank you to Jim Murin for purchasing 

and installing the “Blue” rope on the pews 

to help us stay social distanced.  

Thank you to Dylan Rossman for 

continuing to cut and trim the church 

lawn. 

Thank you to Denny Macek and Dale 

Huemmrich for trimming the shrubs 

around the church, watering the flowers 

and keeping the walks swept. 

Thank you to Denny Macek for donating 

his time to save costs in keeping the 

cemetery trimmed after it has been 

mowed by a contractor. Fallen trees were 

also cleaned up in the cemetery by Dale 

Huemmrich. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Dakota Lamb for updating 

the recording of our services so that they 

may be listened to on our church’s web 

site.  

Thank you to Jim and Rachelle Murin for 

working on our Church Facebook and Web 

pages. 

There are many others doing exceptional 

things in maintaining our church home, 

but a very special thank you to Rachelle 

Murin who has not just kept our office 

running smoothly but has done so much 

more.  

She has purchased hand sanitizer 

dispensers, purchased and installed new 

blinds in the church office, and just kept 

us all thinking on what ways we can serve 

others. 

As we move forward God has not always 

promised us that all things would be easy. 

If we maintain our belief in His Love for 

us, and share it with whoever we meet, 

then we will all be truly blessed! See you 

in Church! 

 

Trustees  

 
 

 

                      Trustee News 
 



 

 
 
 
 

        Reagan Pettit ………………..1 

        Yum Groom …………………. 7 

        Emma Ayers ………………….7 

        Bill Marburger ……………….10 

        Mark McConnell …………….11 

        Brayden McCullough……..13 

        Rusty Pettit …………………..13 

        Irma Groom ………………….20 

        Rev. Dr. Cindy McClung…23 

        Joan Downs ……………….….24 

        Skip Clydesdale …………….25 

        Joshua Wilson …………….…27 

        Emily Metz …………………...28 

        Linda Wade …………………..28 

        Jennifer Resio …………….…31 

               

 
blog:  http://outofthedustandus.blogspot.com/ 

 
 
Tuesday July 17th, 2020 

 
Eyes to See 

 
     In November we heard the news that 

Easy-Teasy would need to have surgery.  I 

was talking through the details with my 

friend in the Sahel.  Toddler not able to walk 

for 3 months in a cast.  She was very 

sympathetic, but with such a positive 

approach that is always healthy for my soul.  

After empathizing about how it will be very 

difficult, she mentioned to me, "Imagine all 

the Moms, nurses and doctors that you will 

get to know and interact with during this 

time."  It made me think in a way I had not 

thought before.  

      
In the hospital with Isaac as I was pretty 

exhausted on day 2 and ran into another 

mother in the kitchen.  Her nonverbal 10-

year-old had back surgery 3 weeks ago and 

they had spent the last three weeks in ICU.  

Her daughter's wound was opening up again 

and they were looking at taking her back 

into surgery tomorrow.  She said 4th floor 

children's was so restful and peaceful 

(compared to ICU).  I tried to empathize 

with her and could just see her exhaustion.  

Tears came to her eyes and although I 

haven't seen her, but this Mom, whose 

shoulders hold up so much, continues in my 

prayers.   

 

There is a special chair called a spica chair 

for children who are in leg casts like Easy-

Teasy was scheduled to be in.  We found a 

spica chair in Chicago about the time that 

we were picking up our mini van there.  

Unfortunately, Easy-Teasy wasn't able to 

use the chair because his brace was so very 

straight.  I found a Mom to pass along the 

chair so that her son could use it.  When she 

arrived for the chair, I asked when her son's 

surgery would be.  Her 4-year-old son has 

already been through 5-6 surgeries and 

there isn't one currently planned, but she 

said she knew there would be more.  She 

said, you need to come and see him.  Her 

very small guy's legs were covered in scars.  

She had another child in the car with 

multiple medical challenges.  Another 

Mother carrying more than her share of 

difficulties who again is in my prayers.  

  

 

 

I am so very grateful for my friend who 

opened my eyes to this opportunity.  I am 

grateful for the opportunity to be able to 

look outside of myself from time to time 

during a time that is a bit challenging.  We 

are so grateful for the deep and challenging 

friendships that God has placed in our lives 

in the Sahel.  

 

-- La Maestra 

 

http://outofthedustandus.blogspot.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HOPE FOR THE FALL 
 
     This past month our church community 

studied the book of Philippians together 

and God has really been speaking to me 

personally through it.  In this letter from 

Paul we see that the church in Philippi 

sent a member of their community- 

Epaphroditus- to aid Paul while in prison 

(Phil. 2:26).  They likely expected him to 

be in pretty ragged shape, since Roman 

prisoners were not fed or taken care of 

like modern day prisons in America.  

Some of them were probably wondering if 

Paul was even still alive. 

 

However, despite what we would expect, 

Paul seems to be thriving!  He had plans 

to travel throughout the unreached parts 

of the world proclaiming the gospel to the 

Gentiles and those plans come to a 

grinding halt upon his arrest.  Yet, this is 

not how Paul sees it.  He says in Phil. 

1:12-13, “What has happened to me has 

actually served to advance the gospel” 

because the entire palace guard has heard 

of his imprisonment for Christ.  Not only 

that, but other believers around Rome are 

growing in their confidence to share the 

gospel because of Paul’s example and 

strength.  

 

Paul is able to utilize this incredibly 

inconvenient and life-threatening new 

reality for the Kingdom of God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That is my hope for this coming school 

year.  I did not wish for a global 

pandemic.  I did not ask for our spring 

break trips to be cancelled and for the 

school semester to go online since March.  

I had no idea things would change so 

much and for so long.  However, I want to 

take the posture of Paul.  I pray that our 

church has the faith to say “this too has 

served to advance the gospel.”  I trust 

that somehow God will use this season of 

social distancing and isolation to bring 

about new life at Kent State, however that 

looks!  Please pray that our staff team 

can discern the practical implications 

of on-campus ministry this year 

through the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit! 

 

 
GATHERING ON CAMPUS 

This past Sunday, on July 12th, H2O had our 

first in-person gathering at the student 

green on campus!  Although we do not plan 

on making this a regular occurrence yet, it 

was incredible to see over 80 familiar faces 

and spend time in prayer and reading 

together.  I can’t wait to see everyone again 

next month as we prepare to welcome new 

students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUPPORT UPDATE FROM JANA 

Wow! Already this summer, we have 

made 500 phone calls, 80 zoom 

appointments, and even met with a few of 

you in person! So far, your generosity has 

enabled us to raise 46% of our summer 

goal which means we are at about 77% of 

our total monthly support needs.  Whether 

you lifted us up in prayer, provided us 

with connections or joined our financial 

support team (or increased your support), 

THANK YOU AGAIN! 

 

We have been so encouraged by just how 

faithfully the Lord has been providing for 

us these last few weeks. And while 

numbers are a good indication of how the 

Lord has provided, our weeks have also 

been marked by the many incredible 

people we have met from all over the 

country- getting to hear your stories and 

praying with you all has been such a joy! 

Thank you for sharing your prayer 

requests with us, asking good questions, 

and bearing with us through laggy Zoom 

calls! You are a blessing! 

 

Please pray for God to provide the 

remaining 23% of our total financial 

support needs as soon as possible.  

We would love to finish as early as 

August 11th when our staff retreat 

starts but, would be delighted as well 

if we finished by September.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/

praying-for-one-another/ 

by Donna Frischknecht Jackson 

Praying for one another 
 

How a Mission Yearbook prayer and 

other unexpected prayers helped turn 

me around 
 
 

     Just how powerful is prayer? On Sunday 

morning I was greeted by an email from a 

colleague at the Presbyterian Mission Agency 

with these words: May you feel the love and 

receive strength from all the prayers coming 

your way this day. 
 

It turns out my name was listed on Friday’s 

Mission Yearbook devotional — which 

features short stories on the work 

Presbyterians are doing and asks for prayers 

for the ministries being done. 
 

I was surprised, touched and then thankful, 

for I didn’t realize how much I needed this. 

In an instant, I felt the stress leaving me 

and my energy returning. As the day 

progressed, several other emails came from 

all around the country from people I did not 

know, all reaching out and telling me that I 

was in their prayers. 
 

The last email I received was from a new 

worshiper of my virtual worshiping 

community, Old Stone Well Farm, telling me 

how she woke up with me on her mind and 

that she has been thinking about me and 

praying for me all day. Her prayers carried 

me through the rest of my day. 
 

I will always remember the first time I 

experienced how strong and powerful the 

connection is between brothers and sisters 

in Christ when we pray for one another. I  

 

 

 

was going through a rough patch in life, 

facing many decisions as to what my next 

steps would be. Specifically, where was God  

calling me to serve next? Was it time to 

leave a congregation? What did God really 

want from me? What if I made a mistake? 

What if I was listening more to my wants 

and desires? I was making myself sick with 

all the questions swirling in my head. 

 
the Rev. Donna Frischknecht Jackson 

One night, after tossing and turning for what 

seemed for hours, I shot up in my bed to 

grab my iPhone to see what time it was. 

Ugh. It was only 9:30 p.m. I kept staring at 

the illuminated numbers in front of me. They 

were starting to blur a bit as tears of 

frustration began to form. But as the time 

went from 9:30 to 9:31, the tears retreated. 

I felt this strange warmth wash over me. It 

was nothing I had ever felt before and, for a 

second, it unnerved me. It was so unreal. 
 

I soon surrendered and allowed my soul to 

sink into a sea of calm. A certainty of God’s  

guidance settled my mind. For some reason, 

I just knew I wasn’t alone. That was the first 

night in a long time where I actually slept 

soundly. 

 

 

The next day, I went to the gym to get a 

quick workout in before starting yet another 

over-scheduled day. As I jogged on the 

treadmill, I kept thinking about the strange 

peace that fell upon me and how mysterious 

it was — dare I say, it was heavenly, divine? 

This wasn’t just a stressed-out body finally 

caving in to long-overdue sleep. This was 

different. 
 

My thoughts were interrupted when one of 

the gym owners appeared in front of the 

treadmill, smiling at me. I slowed my pace 

down a bit and turned down the music 

playing on my iPhone. What he said next, 

made me come to a complete stop: “We 

prayed for you last night.” 
 

I stared at him in disbelief. My legs grew 

weak as I stammered, “What?” 
 

“We prayed for you last night,” he repeated, 

explaining that for some reason he had a 

strong nudge to lift me in prayer during 

Bible study at his church. I couldn’t help but 

ask what time this was. It was about 9:30 

p.m. 
 

Yes, it was that time. I remember well — 

and always will remember — how in that 

moment when 9:30 becoming 9:31, a peace 

passing all understanding came to me, 

tucking me in tightly, holding me closely and 

whispering to me a soothing bedtime story 

of how God is with me. There is nothing to 

fear. Nothing to fret. 
 

 “We prayed for you last night.” 
 

Yes, I know, I told him. I felt those prayers. 

I really felt them. 
 

Donna Frischknecht Jackson is editor of 

Presbyterians Today 

Praying for one another 

Presbyterian Mission / July 27th, 2020 
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https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/thi
s-church-took-out-the-pews-to-help-feed-l-a-s-
hungry/ 
by Rich Copley | Presbyterian News Service 
 

Immanuel one of several 

Pacific Presbytery 
churches meeting growing 
need with support from 
Presbyterian Hunger 
Program, Disaster 
Assistance 
 

LEXINGTON, Kentucky — As June turned to 

July, Immanuel Presbyterian Church in Los 

Angeles needed a place to store food. 

 

The Westminster Chapel at Immanuel Presbyterian 

Church in Los Angeles has been transformed into a 

food storage facility to meet increasing demand due 

to COVID-19. (Photo by MarAnthony Aparicio) 

Its direct food service to people in need had 

skyrocketed from 120 households a week 

before the COVID-19 pandemic to more than  

 

 

 

 

2,000 a week as the virus staged a 

resurgence in California that has resulted in 

it being the state with the most coronavirus 

infections in the country. Immanuel, in 

L.A.’s Mid-Wilshire/Koreatown area, was 

running out of space to keep food – at one 

point jerry-rigging cooling ducts in a hallway 

to create improvised, temporary cold 

storage. Then church leaders cast their eyes 

on its Westminster Chapel. 
 

Immanuel’s Session expressed openness to 

making it a storage space before, and the 

morning of July 3 it approved removing the 

pews. 

“By 4 o’clock that afternoon, half the pews 

were gone,” transitional co-pastor the Rev. 

Andrew Schweibert said. “It was like, ‘Boom! 

Move it.’ By Monday, they were all gone.” 
 

The church also had electrical outlets in the 

chapel converted to accommodate the needs 

of refrigerator equipment, and has made 

other modifications to the facility so that it 

can help the community experiencing health 

and economic calamities from the 

coronavirus that have been particularly hard 

on Southern California. 

“We are all-in right now, all-in,” Schweibert 

said. 
 

Immanuel has been all-in since the early 

days of the pandemic. Watch a video on the 

church’s ministry to hungry people here. 
 

In an application for a Congregational 

Emergency Food Grant from the 

Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP), the 

church detailed its direct food service going 

from one morning a week, serving around 

120 families, to six days a week, serving  

 

 

 

 

1,700. In addition to regular clientele —

primarily of people who were homeless, low- 

income, immigrant, and elderly — the 

church was seeing more people who were 

gainfully employed just a few weeks before 

the pandemic took hold. Most households 

being served were between four and nine 

people. 
 

The church relied on numerous local 

partnerships to keep its food pantry going 

through the influx of need. 

 

It’s a situation that is replicated in a handful 

of churches around the Los Angeles area: 

Congregations that were serving a few 

hundred people with their food programs 

were now faced with more than 1,000 

people in need. 

People receive food outside Immanuel Presbyterian 
in Los Angeles, where bulk shipments of food arrive 
regularly. (Photo by MarAnthony Aparicio) 
 

“It’s people who have never stood in food 

lines before,” said the Rev. Heidi Worthen 

Gamble, mission catalyst and hunger action 
advocate for the Presbytery of the Pacific. 

“It’s heartbreaking. It’s devastating.” 
 

This church took out the pews to help feed L.A.’s hungry 
Presbyterian Mission / July 23rd, 2020 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/this-church-took-out-the-pews-to-help-feed-l-a-s-hungry/
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In May, the presbytery held a virtual concert 

that raised more than $10,000 to address 

hunger in the area. Worthen Gamble says 

the presbytery and churches have actively 

sought support in numerous ways to address 

the overwhelming need in Southern 

California. Immanuel Operations Director 

Virginia Beaboa said there have been days 

during the crisis they did not know where 

food would come from for the next day — 

and then an unexpected donation came 

through. 
 

The Presbyterian Hunger Program grant 

helped supplement the local donations and 

partners. 
 

“The work that congregations are doing to 

feed and house people is so important, 

especially now,” said Andrew Kang Bartlett, 

PHP Associate for National Hunger Concerns.  
 

It takes numerous volunteers to keep the 

pantry at Immanuel Presbyterian Church 

going. Volunteers load up reusable tote bags 

with content including fresh produce. 
 

“We all have to practice social distancing,” 

Schweibert said. “The staff and volunteers 

know the risks, but they see this as an 

essential service. They are choosing to be 

here and work, and work as volunteers.” 
 

Immanuel is partnering with other churches 

in Presbytery of the Pacific’s Homelessness 

and Housing Task Force, including Hope on 

Union, Wilshire, St. Mark’s, First Hollywood, 

Calvary Hawthorne, and Bel Vue 

Presbyterian to share resources in the area. 

Worthen Gamble said that finding volunteers 

can be a challenge for churches with older 

congregations more vulnerable to COVID-19 

or in lower-income areas where the majority 

of members work multiple jobs to make 

ends meet. A number of those workers have 

also contracted coronavirus, she notes. 
 

Another challenge is moving food between 

churches and accessing potential supplies. 

One of the things Worthen Gamble said 

would be extremely helpful is a refrigerated 

truck because “we are carrying perishable 

items, and one thing COVID has not stopped 

is the legendary L.A. traffic.” The 

presbytery, she and Schweibert said, has 

gotten by through borrowing and renting 

trucks. But buying one could really increase 

their capacity to obtain and distribute food. 

 
A cold storage unit sits outside Immanuel 
Presbyterian Church in Los Angeles to preserve 
perishable items it distributes to the community. 
(Photo by MarAnthony Aparicio) 
 

In addition to an earlier emergency grant to 

support the food pantry, the Presbytery 

recently received a Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance (PDA) grant to support the 

purchase of a truck that Worthen Gamble 

says has put it closer to that goal, though 

additional funds are needed. 

 

“One of the marks of a Matthew 25 church is 

feeding those who are hungry,” said the 

Rev. Jim Kirk, Associate for Disaster 

Response (U.S.) with PDA.  “As the numbers 

of positive test results continue to climb, the 

numbers of those who are hungry will 

continue to climb. … It is impressive to see 

the way the Presbytery of the Pacific is 

facilitating a collaborative approach to 

enhance food security. The efforts of the 

presbytery will make a long- 

term impact for those so severely impacted 

by the pandemic.” 
 

In the long term, Schweibert said Immanuel 

hopes to get back to its plans before the 

pandemic hit: to transition to long-term 

work with people in need to address issues 

such as employment and housing. 
 

“As more people are hurt by the economic 

downturn, access to affordable housing will 

be critical to keeping the number of 

unhoused people low,” Kang Bartlett of PHP 

said. “So, we are grateful for the PC(USA) 

congregations that participate in 

Congregation-Based Community Organizing 

coalitions, which are advocating for 

affordable housing around the country.” 
 

Schweibert and Worthen Gamble both said 

they are concerned about what will happen 

when moratoriums on evictions and rent 

collection are lifted. 
 

“Unless something comes around to provide 

rent help, we’re looking at a huge disaster 

toward the end of the year,” Worthen 

Gamble said. “We’re also really looking for 

ways we can help churches build more 

infrastructure for what will be enormous 

demand.” 
 

Schweibert said, “We’re looking at having 

our food time as a time to help people get 

connected to services that can help them 

find housing. We want to build relationships 

that last and help the neighborhood and the 

community.” 
 

Support the work of the Presbyterian Hunger 

Program and Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance by giving to One Great Hour of 

Sharing. 
 



August 
 

 

Church Directory 
 

25 Wilson Road, Clinton, PA 15026 
Church Phone:  724-695-7993, Fax:  724-695-7097 

Office Hours- Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00am – 12:00 pm  
Church e-mail:  clintupch@gmail.com 

Facebook: Clinton U.P. Church 
Website:  clintonupchurch.weebly.com  

Financial Asst.—Rachelle Murin 
 Administrative Asst. – Rachelle Murin 

Choir Director—Cindy Macek,  
Organist—Erma Wilson, 

Treasurer – Sophie Guzma,  
Church Sexton—Rachel Ayers 

Session 
Clerk of Session - Amanda Wade 

Linda Briggs, Leah Clydesdale, Scott Hilpert- 2020 
Judy Huemmrich, Joe Miller -2021 
Amanda Wade, Carol Elek - 2022 

Deacons 
Beverly Hilpert, Bill Marburger - 2020 

Sandi Cogis, Judy Heck – 2021 
Cindy Macek, Randy Hazel, Skyler Miller - 2022 

Trustees 
Dale Huemmrich---2020,   Rich McConnell – 2021 

Dan Heck –2022, Dennis Macek---2023 
James Murin Jr. ---2024 

Auditors 
Heather Campbell 2020, Lorrie Leonard---2021 

Kelly Petit ---2022 
Sunday School 

Superintendent—Rachel Ayers 
Asst. Superintendent—Brenda Lamb 

Secretary/Treasurer—Maxine Wilson, 
Cradle Roll—Amber Hilpert 

Cemetery Board 
Bill Marburger-2020, Dennis Macek-2021, 

 Rick Lamb-2022, Zach Metz—2023 
Kevin Campbell ---2024 

Nominating Team 
Judy Huemmrich, Judy Heck, Brenda Metz, Sandi Cogis 

Finance Team 
Mark Elek, Thomas McCullough, Lynne Hamil,  
Jennifer Rossman, Scott Hillpert, Joseph Miller 

Safety Team 
Joe Miller, Mark McConnell,  

Heather Campbell & Rick Lamb 

 

 

  Community Involvement 

 
 
 
 

    The Deacon’s Giving Campaign: if you          
know someone that needs a visit or a meal 
taken to them, we can help with that, please 
contact Judy Heck. Our job is to serve our 
congregation and community in helpful ways.   
 

 
Through the month of August, we will be 
collecting Toilet Paper, Paper Towels and 

Kleenex.   
Items can be placed in the container in the 

main entryway (narthex) of the church. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
                 Thank you 
   for your financial support to 
        Clinton UP Church! 
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