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For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of
power, and love, and of sound mind. –
1 Timothy 1:7

Let me begin by saying that the Rev. Dr. Bob
Downs will be providing pastoral care and session
moderation while I am away (April 24 – August 6).
He will perform funerals, hospital visitation and
other emergency visitation as needed. As the
former interim pastor of this congregation, he
not only knows, but loves, every one of you.
Pulpit supply will be provided by the following.

Time flies whether you’re having fun or not.
These last seven years of commitment between
Clinton U.P. Church and me have flown. There
have been times when we have had a ridiculous
amount of fun together. There have been times
where we worked terrifically hard together.
There have also been times when we have
struggled together. It has been a dynamic
journey in the ministry of Jesus Christ.

April 30 – The Rev. Dr. Sheldon Sorge will preach
as the Executive Presbytery of Pittsburgh
Presbytery. In rough estimation, he’s kind of like
our bishop. As a strong advocate for sabbaticals,
and the leader of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) in our region, he has requested to speak
on my first Sunday away. In addition to the
pulpit, Rev. Dr. Sorge will be leading 3M’s at 9:45
a.m. that morning.

This spring, we are coming to a milestone in that
journey. We are coming to the sabbatical that we
committed to together seven years ago when I
began my ministry here. We came to this
decision when we first began our time together
because we wanted to do what was necessary to
“make it through the long-haul.” Now, that
sabbatical time is here.

May 7 – The Rev. Dr. Don Dawson will preach as
our closest connection to Michael and Rachel
Ludwig on this side of the Atlantic Ocean. Not
only is Rev. Dr. Dawson the father of Rachel
Ludwig, he also recently retired as the director of
World Mission Initiative. Be careful, he might
convince you to travel to Niger while he’s here!
He will also be leading 3M’s.

The session, sabbatical team and I have been
preparing. You can read more details in the
information from the November 6th
congregational meeting, as well as find more
about how we are funding this time. However, to
continue to keep you informed about what this
time of sabbatical will look like, below is
information about a few of the guest preachers
who will be in the pulpit while I am away.

May 14 – The Rev. Dr. Angela Hancock will serve
as guest preacher from Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary, where she serves as the professor for
homiletics (preaching) and worship. She is a
warm, inviting preacher who will be leading 3M’s
that morning with a lesson on praying through
the psalms.

May 21 – The president of Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary, the Rev. Dr. David Esterline, will both
preach and lead 3M’s class. Rev. Dr. Esterline is
also the professor of Cross-Cultural Theological
Education at the seminary, which is appropriate
in consideration of his missionary work in both
Cameroon and the Fiji Islands. His resume goes
on and on and on, and we look forward to him
sharing God’s Word with us.
The above is just the beginning. We have more
phenomenal preachers lined up for the rest of
May through July, and I’m excited that you will
have the opportunity to hear them….and a little
nervous about what you’ll think of my preaching
when I return!
As a reminder, the purpose of the sabbatical is to
renew us for ministry together. I will certainly
take time to be with my family, but I will also
spend time at monasteries and educational
conferences. This is a special time for me to go to
worship, and to be prepared and equipped to
serve you for years to come! Please know that
you are welcome to come to me or the session
with any questions. Thank you!
In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Laura

Giving From Your Heart
Every one of us has ministries within the church
that are particularly special to us. For many,
those ministries are the youth group and the
deacon's local mission work. Though we will
continue to operate from the five funds featured
in the weekly announcements, below is how you
may give to these two important ministries.
To support the youth group, designate your check
to the "Mission Fund." The youth group mission
trip is paid for from the Mission Fund. Last year,
our Mission Find was so well established that the
youth all attended their mission trip at no
personal cost. Therefore, giving to the Mission
Fund is the best and most direct way to support
our youth mission trip.
As for the rest of the youth group year, apart
from their mission trip, all youth group activities
are funded through the General Fund's annual
budget. When you give to the "General Fund,"
you are supporting our annual budget, which
includes $2000/yr for our youth group.
To support the deacons, it is best at this time to
contribute to their monthly Food Pantry
collection of various goods. You can find each's
months item detailed in the weekly bulletin
announcements. The deacons are so wellsupported financially that there is no need at this
time for monetary donation, nor do we anticipate
such need in the near future.
Thank you for your support of our various
ministries at Clinton U.P. Church!

Scripture Readings
in January
January 8, 2017:
Baptism of the Lord
Old Testament Reading:
Isaiah 42:1-9
Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:15-17
January 15, 2017:
The Second Sunday after Epiphany
Old Testament Reading:
Isaiah 49:1-7
Gospel Reading: John 1:29-42
January 22, 2017:
The Third Sunday after Epiphany
Old Testament Reading:
Isaiah 9:1-4
Gospel Reading: Matthew 4:12-23
January 29, 2017:
The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Old Testament Reading:
Micah 6:1-8
Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:1-12
Did You Know?
The Samaritan Counseling Center is the
Christian service that Pastor Laura uses most
often when making references for counseling.
They offer faith-based, psychological counseling
for individuals, couples, families, children and
teenagers. They accept most insurances, offer
financial aid for those who qualify, and have
evening appointments available. Their web site
is samaritancounseling.net and their phone
number is 412-741-7430.

Brandon Karcz………....….3
Jennifer Wilson…………….4
Megan Kopko……………….4
Mark Thomas……........…….6
Deklan Campbell…………..…7
Nathaniel Elek…………….…..7
Barbara Cook………….….….7
Steven McCullough…….….…9
Erin Podolinsky………….…...13
Rich Laniewski……………….20
Nino Nicastro…………..……26
Lora Karcz…………….……...27
Verna Beck……………………30
Tomasina Nicastro…………...31
Lori Thomas………..……...…31

Officer Training for ALL elders and deacons
is on Sunday, January 8 from 1:00-3:00 for
deacons, 1:00-5:00 for elders

Ordination Service for Gavin Walton
If you are interested in attending the
ordination service of Gavin Walton, who
guest preached on December 4, please
contact Pastor Laura. Depending on
interest, we may take the church van to
attend the 4:00 p.m. service at Homewood
Presbyterian Church on
Sunday, January 22.

Back to the City

The following events are fast
approaching:

Sunday, January 22th
following the 11:00 a.m.
worship service.
Save the Date for a

“Souper Bowl”
Luncheon
on January 22nd after worship.
A sign-up sheet for
participating cooks will be in
the back of the sanctuary
soon.
We will also be having our
annual “Roll Off” to
benefit the Food Pantry.

You’ve been Selected!

The Amazing Race:

Ordination and Installation of Officers will
take place on Sunday, January 22 during the
11:00 a.m. worship service
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

The annual congregational
meeting will take place on

Attention Youth Group:

Date: Monday, January 16
Time: Depart from Clinton U.P.
Church at 9:30 a.m.

*Ash Wednesday Worship
March 1, 7:00 p.m.

Return to Clinton U.P. Church by

* The World Day of Prayer
March 3 at Clinton U.P. Church

Cost: Youth should bring $10 in

* Youth Group 30 Hour Famine
March 10 - 12 at Crestfield

3:00 p.m.
lunch money
Grown-Up's bring $16 for
admission costs, plus lunch

The Christian Ed team is looking for a
teacher for the Elementary Class. God
has blessed us with a large class, and
we would like to divide the class up to
help with the age gap. Please contact
Carol Elek or Brenda Metz for more
information.

money
Destination: Grown-Up's may ask
Pastor Laura for knowledge of
the destination.

3 M’s Class News
There is exciting news to report to you today
concerning our 3 M’s class. After discussing our
many year mission project of giving gift
certificates of Love for the Holidays we were
lead to believe there is more we could be doing
to help those in our community. We will be
refocusing our project of giving financially to
other organizations that will have a broader
reach in supporting our community.
We will continue to focus on giving to support
the Clinton U.P. Church Youth Group in their
mission trips. We will also look to support two
community based organizations, “Hosanna
Industries” and “Heroes Supporting Heroes”.
We may look at other avenues as well.
Hosanna Industries started in 1990 as a faithrooted, non-profit mission whose work involves
a variety of charitable initiatives aimed at helping
our impoverished neighbors. By the grace of God
and through the mechanical and aesthetic arts,
mission workers at Hosanna Industries build and
repair homes for needy households: teach and
lead classes and workshops in art, nature and
spirituality: and train young people in
construction skills. This information was already
passed on to one of the families our 3 M’s Class
had served through our holiday gift certificate
giving. To learn more about Hosanna Industries
visit
their
web
site
at:
www.hosannaindustries.org.

Heroes Supporting Heroes is a newer nonprofit
growing with everyday projects for local
veterans, elderly, and anyone who is down on
their luck. They stick to core efforts of
construction, lawn care, snow removal, auto
repair, and immediate housing needs for those in
need. They have just received a gift of properties
from the former Nobelstown United Methodist
Church. They hope to remodel the building and
open it to other Non-profit start-ups, ministry
groups, youth group activities, overnight lodging
for traveling missionaries, and emergency
housing, just to name a few. Visit their web site
at www.HeroesSupportingHeroes.org
We ask that you keep the 3 M’s class in your
prayers as we make changes in how God would
like us to serve one another. Along with changes
Keri Laniewski will be stepping down as our class
treasurer. We appreciate all the hard work she
has done through the years to keep our financial
records in great order. Mark Elek will take over
the duties of class treasurer as we move
forward. Thanks Mark!
We are even starting out the New Year with the
study of a book entitled “Embrace” written by
Leroy Barber. Leroy has spent decades pursuing
reconciliation and justice among vastly diverse
people. He knows the challenge of embracing
those who are difficult to embrace, yet he
advocates that the way to peace on earth is
through pursuing these relationships.
We have the opportunity as the people of God
to bring true peace and unity to a world that
desperately needs it. Embrace the challenge to

show a divided world the bridge-building power
of God’s Love!
Pastor Laura has devotedly written study
material to help us in the understanding of this
book. We will be starting on Sunday January 15th
and probably finishing in the middle of March. So
please come and join our study and discussion of
how we can “Embrace” God’s Peace He has for
each one of us and our neighbors! Thanks! God
Bless!
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*
Synopsis of the book Embrace
by Leroy Barber
The walls between us seem impenetrable. We live
in an age of strife and division. Factors such as
race, class, values and lifestyles keep us from
connecting with others in meaningful ways. It's
easy to avoid or ignore those who make us
uncomfortable and those we simply do not like,
but God's call to the church is to do just the
opposite. Leroy Barber has spent decades
pursuing reconciliation and justice amongst
groups of vastly diverse people. He knows the
challenge of embracing those who are difficult to
embrace, yet he advocates that the way to radical
shalom on earth is through pursuing these
relationships. We have the opportunity as the
people of God to bring true peace and unity to a
world that desperately needs it. Embrace the
challenge to show a divided world the bridgebuilding power of God's love.

An excerpt from The Ludwig’s Blog
http://outofthedustandus.blogspot.com/
Friday, December 16, 2016

Clinic Love / Hate

In a clinic in another town, but similar.
When our guard came to me saying that he had
had stomach pains for the last five weeks and
they were getting worse with a higher fever, it
was pretty clear that we needed see a doctor
ASAP. As we sat in the clinic waiting room with
rusty screened windows and old but clean tile
from floor to ceiling, I was extremely grateful
that a church from the States had sent
missionaries to work in this area and start this

clinic just about a mile from our house many
years ago. There is another private clinic in our
quadrant of the city and a few others around
town, but this one has a reputation for
cleanliness and good treatment, as well as
affordable prices. Because we had to go back
morning and evening for many days for IV drip
injections, I spent a lot of time in this boring little
clinic, called the “Hope Clinic,” feeling very glad
that people from the States were still supporting
it. Otherwise I don’t know where most of the
residents of this part of town and outlying area
go for quality treatment when they are really
sick? There is a national hospital in town, but
we’ve heard horror stories about the many
drawbacks of going there. In contrast, there are
well trained nurses with the necessary supplies
to help with just about any illness and a lab for
testing here. I feel lucky to be able to see the
daily fruit and appreciation of this church’s gift
to the community, which most of the people
who have contributed will never be able to see
or be sure of.
That was the time when I had a lot of love for
this clinic. Then, after four days of treatment our
guard finished the medicine and he went back to
see the doctor and get the official test results to
confirm that it really was Typhoid. It is at 4 p.m.
when the doctor starts work, but our guard
arrived at 4:30 on Thursday and the doctor had
already left. The next day we went at 4 and
waited three hours, but he never came. Same
things on Saturday. So, then Monday when we
finally got to see the doctor, he got upset at his
nurses who had not filled the prescription fully!
But that is their habit for this kind of treatment,
since it is so expensive that most people can’t

buy the whole course at one time. But no one
ever told us there were two more days of
treatment we had to buy. So, we had to start the
whole treatment over again and our guard, who
is also terrified of needles, had to endure
another few weeks of feeling pretty ill. In the
end, the treatment was close to $200, which is
not at all affordable for most people here. It was
frustrating to have an error like that, but overall,
I’m still very thankful that this area has at least
this level of medical coverage. We also rest
assured that there is an even better church-run
clinic about 30 minutes outside of our town with
a doctor from New Zealand who is very good.
Unfortunately he’s on leave for a few months
right now!
-- El Padre
Ecumenical (Inter-Denominational) News
Christians celebrate the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity from January 18 - January 25.
The 2017 theme, determined by the
Commission on Faith and Order of the World
Council
of
Church
in
Geneva,
is
"Reconciliation: The Love of Christ Compels
Us," based on 2 Corinthians 5:14-20. This
year's celebration will feature a special service
at the Oak Grove Lutheran Church (434
Harkins Mills Rd) on January 19 in Zelienople.
Worshipers of all denominations will gather to
take the Lord's Supper together, and
representatives
of
many
different
denominations will lead the service together.
A lunch will follow at nominal cost. Contact
Sandy DeLorenze for more information: 412367-8222. (Received via Christian Associates
of Southwestern PA)

Down the Bowling Alley
Well, here it is, the
new year upon us and the
bowling league is still going
strong! We have lots of fun and enjoy each
other’s company on these long cold winter
evenings. Come and join us on Wednesday’s at
6:30 at Center Lanes. We have room for lots
more folks and you know what they say…..”The
more the merrier”.

is only for this second half of the year. As
Pentecost is the first Sunday in June, we will
be singing songs of praise all winter and spring
long. We love our music and enjoy singing
and expressing our praise to God thru our
musical words.
Thank you to Erma for
keeping us singing and to Leah, Amanda,
Judy, Amanda, Skip, Joe, Dan, and Sandy.
What faithful folks we have and remember we
always have room for more in our loft. Come
and join us, Tuesday evening at 7:00. Hope
to see you there!!!!!

The Women’s Group will once again meet
this coming New Year for the first
Thursday of the month. Our first meeting

will be January 5th at 6:30 where Sandy
Cogis will lead a discussion on “God
Won’t Give You More Than You Can
Handle”.

Mark your calendars now for

this very interesting discussion evening.
Also, we are planning our soup Sunday’s

Bell Tones
Happy New year everyone!!!! As this
New Year begins, we on the Deacon
Committee wish you all a happy,
healthy, and successful year. We have
been busy this past year with all sorts of
activities and look forward to another
busy year. Please welcome June Miller
and Megan Kopko and keep us in you
daily prayers and let us know if there
are any needs that our congregation or
community might have.
Look for
further information in the cup or
bulletin for the food pantry giving
campaign during the coming year.

Thank you to all our bell folks for the
wonderful bell melodies this past
Advent and Christmas season. How
wonderful it is to play these bells and
ring out the good news of God.
Thanks to Dakota, Pastor Laura,
Amanda, Amanda, Sandy and Linda.
I am very grateful for your talents and
look forward to ringing again this
coming spring season.
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Cemetery Board

January 8th where we will have soup for
sale after church for $7.00 per quart and
$1.00 for a small loaf of either wheat or
white bread.

The soup selections for

January are Green Pepper soup, Chicken
Knocky, and Vegetable soup.

In

February, we will be hosting an after
church soup and sandwich luncheon on
February 13th and then again on March
12th we will have another soup Sunday.
Mark your calendars for these important
fund raising events.

Other events

coming up are March 3rd for World Day of
prayer.

This

is

community

event

involving the churches of the WAMA.
Prayer is so important in our lives and we
need to not only remember to pray for our

Choir Notes
Now that the hustle and bustle of Christmas is
over, and we have all had time to breath, let’s
get ready for the NEW YEAR!!!! Yeah, that’s
right, it is time to make those resolutions again.
Try doing something positive for your church
this year. Come and join the choir, even if it

again and the first one will be Sunday

The Clinton U.P. Cemetery is asking for
a sealed bid for the mowing of the old
and new sections of the cemetery.
Also, sealed bid for the trimming of
the old section of the cemetery. Bids
must be received by April 15,2017

own family, church family and friends but
also for all those around the world.
Please consider coming to the Women’s
Group meetings, and have a wonderful
happy and healthy new year.

There will be youth group from 6:00 8:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 8 and
Sunday, January 22. All youth in
grades 6 - 12 are invited to join us for
Bible Study, games and snacks.

Kid's Group
All kids in grades 2 - 5 are invited
to Kid's Group on Sunday
January 8 and Sunday,
January 22 from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
There will be a Bible Lesson,
games and time with friends!

